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(54) MAGNETORESISTANCE EFFECT HEAD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a shield type MR head superior 
in reliability, having a soft magnetic shield layer having a smooth surface, 
improved insulation property of an insulation layer formed on the shield 
layer and improved magnetic characteristic of an MR film on the insulation 
layer. 

SOLUTION: A shield type MR head has an MR element 4 held between a 
soft magnetic lower and upper shield layers 1 and 6 through insulation gap 
layers 2, 5. The lower layer 1 is a smooth-surface layer made of a sputter 
fine crystal or amorphous soft magnetic material. The insulation property of 
the gap layer 2 just above this layer 1 and the magnetic characteristic of the 
element 4 are improved to obtain a shield type MR head superior in 
reliability. 
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